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Member Meeting, Tuesday, October 3, 2017

Background
The Open Research Funders Group (ORFG) is a partnership of funding organizations committed to the
open sharing of research outputs.  Launched in late 2016, the ORFG speaks in an amplified voice,
engaging a range of stakeholders to develop actionable principles and policies that enable sharing and
collaboration across the global research enterprise. The ORFG convened its inaugural in-person
meeting on October 3, 2017.  The meeting was an opportunity for ORFG members and other
stakeholders to delve into practical and conceptual issues pertaining to the open sharing of research
outputs. A complete list of attendees may be found in Appendix A, and the meeting agenda may be
found in Appendix B.

Summary Findings
The meeting sessions and discussions surfaced three primary points of emphasis for the ORFG to
explore in 2018:

Education. Research funder participants expressed the need for templates, case
studies, fact sheets, and other materials to educate various stakeholders about
the why's and how's of open policies.  Variations could be developed for
grantees, senior management, trustees, counsel, program managers, volunteer
leadership, and so forth.  These materials should be concise, easily modifiable,
and written in a language that avoids unnecessary jargon. This educational
component is critical to both propagate understanding within organizations that
have implemented open policies, and to make the case to key actors within
funders that are exploring open policies.

Community Engagement. There was consensus that the ORFG should become
more assertive in giving public support to policies and principles consistent with
its mission. The ORFG has, to date, exercised its collective voice somewhat
conservatively. Meeting attendees concluded that the ORFG should work to get
majority or unanimous support for key initiatives that will advance open access,
open data, and open science. There are any number of undertakings (e.g., TOP
Guidelines, San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment/DORA, OA2020)
that would benefit from the ORFG’s voice. The ORFG should work to identify the

http://www.orfg.org/
https://cos.io/our-services/top-guidelines/
https://cos.io/our-services/top-guidelines/
http://www.ascb.org/dora/
http://www.ascb.org/dora/
https://oa2020.org/
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most effective ways to harness the collective profile of its members in support of
these activities.

Infrastructure. Participants agreed that the ORFG should consider how to
meaningfully engage in support of open infrastructure. The growth of open
access, open data, and open science has been sustained by a number of non-
commercial activities designed to make it easier for research to be shared,
disseminated, discovered, preserved, and built upon. To date, the ORFG has
forwarded requests for support from these projects to members for their
individual consideration. The ORFG should consider what efficiencies can be
gained by collaborating on infrastructure going forward.

Next Steps
Beginning with the November ORFG member call, members will work to prioritize the above
opportunities.  As appropriate, the ORFG will develop working groups to delve more deeply into issues
that require more careful consideration and planning. The ORFG will also build on the input received
from meeting non-member invitees to engage the wider stakeholder community on these issues.

For Additional Information
Anyone interested in learning more about the ORFG can visit our website, www.orfg.org.  It contains a wealth of
information and materials research funders in particular should find useful. Examples include the HowOpenIsIt?
Guide to Research Funder Policies, a resource that frames the choices funding organizations should consider in
developing an open policy.

For further information about the ORFG, membership criteria, or this meeting summary, please contact us.

http://www.orfg.org/contact/
www.orfg.org
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Appendix A: Attendees

First Last Organization

Joanne Kamens Addgene

Maja Larson Allen Institute

Belinda Orland American Heart Association

Erica Key Belmont Forum

Carrie Seltzer Belmont Forum

Ashley Farley Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Jennifer Hansen Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Kumar Garg
Eric & Wendy Schmidt Fund for Strategic
Innovation

Lisa Brooks Foundation Center

Gabi Fitz Foundation Center

Falk Reckling FWF Austrian Science Fund

Stuart Shieber Harvard University

Peter Suber Harvard University

Maryrose Franko Health Research Alliance

Megan Deichler Helmsley Charitable Trust

Brent Dolezalek James S. McDonnell Foundation

Nick Gibson John Templeton Foundation

Carly Strasser Moore Foundation

Stephanie Wright Mozilla Foundation

Melissa Hagemann Open Society Foundations

Greg Tananbaum ORFG

Leslie McIntosh RDA-US

Ed Ghisu Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Margaret Tait Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Josh Greenberg Sloan Foundation

Shawn Daugherty SPARC

Heather Joseph SPARC

Calvin Ho Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance

Jevin West University of Washington

Robert Kiley Wellcome Trust
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Appendix B: Agenda

 Welcome & Update ORFG Accomplishments to Date (Greg Tananbaum, ORFG)
o Organizational health check

 Open Access/Data/Science Environmental Scan (Heather Joseph, SPARC)
o To provide members with a holistic view of recent and upcoming developments in this

space

 Featured Speakers
o Purpose: Insights from outside speakers to clarify and/or reorient our thinking on a core

component of open science
 Brian Nosek from the Center for Open Science on reproducibility and infrastructure
 George Strawn, who is the director of the Board on Research Data & Information

(BRDI) at the National Academies, on the design of the NAS Study into moving
toward open as the default for scientific research results.

 Member Lightning Talks
o Each ORFG member gives a 5 minute overview that covers current policy status, funding

priorities, challenges, and going-forward goals (including specific goals for next 12 months)
o Non-member attendees can give a two minute introduction about their organizations and

intersection of interests with ORFG

 Breakout Session
o Smaller working groups focused on specific issues

 Topics:
 Strategies for developing and deploying more assertive and effective open

policies
 Realigning incentives and rewards in research evaluation
 How to effectively promote research reproducibility and transparency
 Developing a clear and actionable understanding of the most pressing open

infrastructure priorities among research funders
 Goals are for working groups to dig into the problem space, identify core

considerations that the ORFG should be thinking about, and propose specific actions
for the group

o Each group reports back to the larger meeting
o Discussion and prioritization of opportunities

 Working Group Reports
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